


Dear Deputy (insert last name here),

As a constituent, I am writing to outline my opposition to any increase or failure to adhere to commitments on reducing third-level student fees in the next budget as reported in the media.

I am a student nurse/midwife studying in insert college name here. Any change that is not a reduction to the student contribution fee would be detrimental to my welfare and learning experience. There are many ‘hidden’ costs to our degree, which include additional travel and other costs for mandatory clinical placements. Any increases to an already very high student contribution fee will make it very difficult for many of my classmates to continue our studies . 

Many student nurses cannot just get a part-time job to supplement their income to pay the current very high student fees. Our course requirements mean we have clinical placement blocks and study commitments which when combined are often incompatible with traditional student part-time work. 

When a student is on placement, they are doing 12-hour shifts which could fall on any day of the working week, Monday to Friday. This, in combination with studying for exams and assignments, makes it very difficult for a student to hold down a job.

The Government had previously promised to permanently cut college fees every year, and the student nurses and midwives of Ireland wish to hold the Government to account on this. 
	
Any failure to reduce the student contribution fee, will mean that many student nurses and midwives will have no option but to leave their programme or to take out loans to pay for the remainder of their degrees. Putting a debt burden on student nurses and midwives will leave many with no option but to emigrate. 

As a student who is studying to become a safety-critical professional, I am urging you as my local TD to lobby your government colleagues to ensure that there is no in-action in regard to the student contribution charge for the next academic year. 

I look forward to your response,
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